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KS2 SATs



What are SATs and why do the children sit them?

SATs standards for Standard Assessment Tests and all year 6 children take 
them in in May. 

The tests help measure the attainment of pupils in relation to the standards set 
out in the national curriculum, and help teachers and parents identify where 
pupils may need additional support in a certain subject area. The test results 
are also used to report publicly on schools’ performance via the Department for 
Education’s (DfE) 



What tests will the children sit?

The children will sit tests in:

English: Grammar, punctuation and spelling (SPaG)
English: Reading
Maths: Arithmetic and Reasoning

In addition to these assessments, your child’s teacher will make a judgement 
on their writing and science (This is called a “Teacher Assessment”)



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (SPaG)

Paper 1: 45 Minutes



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (SPaG)

Paper 1: 45 Minutes



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (SPaG)

Paper 2: Spelling



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (SPaG)

Paper 2: Spelling



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (SPaG)

Paper 2: Spelling



English: Reading

The most crucial aspects of reading at the end of Key Stage 2 are:
● Accuracy (decoding familiar and unfamiliar words correctly)
● Fluency (speed and confidence)
● Comprehension (drawing meaning from test)

The children will sit one reading paper (1hr long) with three un-linked texts with 
a total of 35-40 questions (50 marks in total)

The texts are in order of difficulty and questions are worth 1,2 or 3 marks each



English: Reading

Each text is typically three sides of A4



English: Reading



Mathematics: Arithmetic & Reasoning

Paper 1: Arithmetic - 30 minutes, 36 questions
Paper 2: Problem solving and reasoning - 40 minutes
Paper 3: Problem solving and reasoning - 40 minutes



Mathematics: Arithmetic

In every arithmetic paper so far, including this year’s, there has always been:

● 36 questions, 32 of which are worth 1 mark
● Two long multiplication questions, each worth 2 marks - one is 3-digits by 

2-digits, one is 4-digits by 2-digits
● Two long division questions, both in the second half of the paper, each 

worth 2 marks - one is 3-digits by 2-digits, one is 4-digits by 2-digits



Mathematics: Arithmetic

Calculating using known facts is always popular in the arithmetic paper - this 
year, we saw it five times, all in the first 15 questions (the questions are 
claimed to be presented in order of difficulty):

● ? x 233 = 0
● 84 ÷ 12
● 12 x 3 x 10
● 72 ÷ ? = 9
● 540 ÷ 6
● 2,000 ÷ 4



Mathematics: Arithmetic - Paper 1



Mathematics: Reasoning -  Paper 2 & 3

This two papers cover the following topics:
Number & Place value (10% of questions)
Calculations - 4 operations (22-38% of questions)
Fractions, decimals and percentages (14-25% of questions)
Ration & proportion (6-9% of questions)
Algebra (3-9% of questions)
Measurement (7-14% of questions)
Shape (6-10% of questions)
Position & direction (2-4% of questions)
Statistics 



Mathematics: Reasoning -  Paper 2 & 3



Mathematics: Reasoning -  Paper 2 & 3



Mathematics: Reasoning -  Paper 2 & 3



Administering the assessments

The majority of children will sit the tests independently, in their classroom 

There may be some circumstances when a child is eligible for additional 
support to access the assessments (these are called access arrangements)

Your child’s class teacher will talk to you if they believe your child may be 
eligible for additional support during the tests. 



Access Arrangements

Access arrangements may be appropriate for pupils:

● with an education, health and care (EHC) plan
● for whom provision is being made in school using the SEN Support 

system
● whose learning difficulty or disability significantly affects their ability to 

access the tests
● who have behavioural, emotional or social difficulties



Access Arrangements

Access arrangements may also be used to support pupils’ specific needs with:

● difficulty reading
● difficulty writing
● difficulty concentrating
● difficulty processing information
● a hearing impairment
● a visual impairment
● English as an additional language



Mock SATs

To help prepare the children for their SATs and to support with identifying gaps 
in knowledge, we carry out 3 mock SATs weeks prior to the tests. 

The final of these is held in the same way in which the real assessments will be 
held

Any child who may be eligible for access arrangements will receive these 
throughout the mock assessments, although this may not be with the final adult 
who supports them during the tests in May. 



When are the KS2 SATs Tests?



How can I help at home?

Encourage your child to complete their weekly homework. 

Read with your child regularly

Support your child to learn their times tables


